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Michael Waddell’s admission to the

UNC grad program yielded turmoil.

Michael Waddell had a low 
grade-point average, no entrance exam
score and was months past the deadline
when an athletic official sought to have
the football player admitted to UNC’s
graduate school in fall 2003.

John Blanchard, then a senior associ-
ate athletic director, made the request
after classes began, on Sept. 5, just as

Waddell was
about to be de-
clared ineligi-
ble to play
against
Syracuse the
following day,
according to

records obtained by The (Raleigh)
News & Observer.

The plea to admit Waddell went up to
UNC’s provost, Robert Shelton. Email
correspondence indicates Shelton saw
no policy that would allow Waddell to
enroll, but instead of telling him no,
Shelton left it up to Linda Dykstra, the
graduate school dean.

Dykstra admitted Waddell, who had
already played in the season opener at 

UNC grad
school was
pressed to
OK players
Former admissions director

says she was asked

repeatedly to admit

underqualified athletes

By Dan Kane

dkane@newsobserver.com

SEE UNC, 14A

ATHLETIC
REFORM 
UNC-Chapel Hill
faculty pushed for
more changes last
week. 22A

T
here’s no doubt
that childhood
vaccines are gen-

erally safe and highly
recommended by pub-
lic health officials.

They have virtually
rid this country of cer-
tain infectious diseases, such as
measles, that used to be prevalent
and sometimes deadly. 

As doctors say, the benefits of vac-
cines far outweigh the risks.

What’s been lost in the public dis-
cussion since the Disneyland mea-
sles outbreak began two months
ago is that risks do exist and that
there are vaccine-related problems
we haven’t figured out yet. 

Parents who have chosen not to
vaccinate their children – by getting
exemptions to state requirements
for immunization – have been crit-
icized for being selfish and irre-

sponsible.
In 28 years of writing

about health for the Ob-
server, I’ve talked to ma-
ny of these parents.
Some may be unin-
formed or overreacting
out of fear. But others

have decided after much thought
and research.

They tell eerily similar stories of
young children who had been de-
veloping normally until they got
vaccines. Then they stopped talking
and walking. They developed fe-
vers and seizures. Some recovered,
but some were never the same.

Those are anecdotes, isolated
cases that mainstream medicine
can dismiss. So I went looking for
confirmed vaccine injuries.

Each year the federal govern-
ment’s “vaccine court” awards 
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Petraeus stays
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But the former general
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HEALTH

KAREN GARLOCH

SINCE 2000 when health officials declared measles “eliminat-
ed” from the United States, the number of cases per year has
ranged from a low of 37 in 2004 to a high of 644 in 2014.

IN THE DECADE before the measles vaccination program
was introduced in the mid-1960s, an estimated 3 million to
4 million U.S. residents got measles each year. Of those
about 400 to 500 died, 48,000 were hospital-
ized and another 1,000 developed chronic dis-
ability from measles encephalitis.

SEE GARLOCH, 6A

IN NORTH CAROLINA, 72 percent of children,
ages 19 to 35 months, received recommend-
ed immunizations in 2013, compared to
70 percent nationally. Nearly 99 percent of
North Carolina children received the mea-
sles, mumps, rubella (MMR) vaccine be-
fore kindergarten in the 2013-14 school
year.

— SOURCE: CENTERS FOR DISEASE CONTROL AND

PREVENTION, N.C. DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND

HUMAN SERVICES

As they started their family, Mooresville
residents Theresa and Lucas Black duti-
fully got their children immunized, never
doubting their doctor’s word that vac-
cines are safe and necessary.

But their faith in those promises was
shaken in 2001, when their 3-month-old
daughter, Angelica, developed life-threat-
ening seizures and brain damage just
three days after getting sev-
eral vaccinations.

The child’s Charlotte
neurologist diagnosed her
with vaccine-related en-
cephalopathy, or brain in-
jury. And in 2006, the little-
known federal “vaccine
court” agreed, awarding Angelica nearly
$2 million plus about $250,000 a year for
medical expenses for the rest of her life.

Despite the ruling that vaccines caused
her daughter’s brain damage, Theresa
Black said she has felt bullied in recent
weeks by reaction to the California mea-
sles outbreak that has spread to 16 other
states.

Health officials have stressed repeated-

Life of a child,
and a family,
changed
permanently

By Karen Garloch

kgarloch@charlotteobserver.com

Black

SEE COURT, 6A

CHILDHOOD VACCINES ARE SAFE AND CARRY ENORMOUS BENEFITS, 
BUT IN RARE CASES, THE RESULTS CAN BE COSTLY, HEARTBREAKING

INSIDE
• The facts about 
vaccines, 6A

• What health 
experts say
about vaccines 7A

Her story sounds typical of
Charlotte’s apartment boom: De-
veloper Jane Wu wants to build a
new, high-end complex adjacent
to the Lynx Blue Line extension.

What’s more unusual is her
source of funding: Chinese inves-
tors hoping to secure a green card
in exchange for $500,000.

The little-known federal pro-
gram that provides visas to
wealthy foreign investors is per-
fectly legal, and experts say inter-
est in such visas is surging. The
government issues foreigners
10,000 such visas a year, in return
for their investments in U.S. pro-
jects.

The visas secure permanent
residency for the foreign inves-

tors and a path to ci-
tizenship for them,
their spouses and
minor children.

But opponents say
the program
amounts to selling

U.S. citizenship, allowing the
well-to-do to jump to the head of
the line in exchange for a fee. And
a federal watchdog found the pro-

gram, known as EB-5, is poorly
monitored, and that it’s hard to
tell whether it generates the eco-
nomic benefits supporters claim.

Congress created the program
in 1990 to stimulate the U.S. econ-
omy with more foreign invest-
ment. Supporters say it creates
jobs for American workers, while
offering developers access to a
cheaper source of capital than tra-

ditional financing. 
The program grew sharply after

the last recession, when tradition-
al loans were harder to come by,
and has now hit record levels.

“It boosts the economy and cre-
ates jobs,” Wu said. 

At a time when disputes over
immigration policy have con-
vulsed Washington and paralyzed

Developer raises funds with little-known visa program
By Ely Portillo

elyportillo@charlotteobserver.com

Wu

SEE VISAS, 12A
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